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Detween the old 17T, but the survey hooks
2 bit biased when one considers the juot-
tiongiven toother government institutions.
Forexmmple, the 1T ot Ropar, Hydershad
and Patna, which are new and have much to
prove, have been placed showe TIT BILL
Varsnasl, which & an established and -
omplinhed onganisation and deserves to be
ranked higher All the [Ty lncluding the
Dew Ones, essentially make the top 25 lst,
which i not the case 1n othee rankings.

More surprisingly, the new 1Ty hove
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1986 National Policy no Fdocaton. as reviewnd

In 1992, has been the guiding document of the cnti-

tral government on the education sectar for over

two decades now This was precaded by the Natiota)

Policy on Education, 1968, the first post-Independence ar-

teulation of a national education policy. Indeed, even during

the British period. the Wardha Edocation Scheme (Nai Talim

of Mahatma Gandhi) had in 1938 worked out a ‘national

policy’ and had recommended it for adoption by prosincial

governments. The CARE Cammitioe's 1944 Beport on Tost -

#Mﬁmumwmw

suught to “Indiasise” education. universalise primary
education and kmprove overall quality.

The 1986-92 palicy, though robast in concept and or-
entation. has not deltvered accoptahle autcomes in the edu-
cation sectar. Despite the stated priority and the launch of a
plothora of programmes. the state of education in the coun-

Fducation and public health are possibly the two mest
Important develogment vecsors in & democracy. The real
ity over the past decades is that these have not received
& fraction of the Importance and focus they desorve. The
ground reality today, depressingly. bs quite differvat from
what was emvisaged In the policy pronomncement. While
Kross egrolment in schoobs as ab In higher odur ation (nsy-
tutions hiss gone up sharply. these have been accompaied
by many undesirable new factors. Frven as infrastructure
facilitses in the schonl system have significantly improved.
MMMMMMQMMd
Instruction or learming. On the contrarny, repeated studies
mw.wmnmmm
hdmuqdﬂyh U:—nb

triggernd entry of
private or ‘sided” schools, even in rural arwas, but oven these
have not produced significantly better outcomes. There has
been a mushrooming of private collegem and with ersitios.
most of them of indifferent quality. and many vabid ques-
tons have been raised sbout the quality of degrees generally
obtained in the systemn Despite sigrificant gains in respect

WHY INDIANEEDSANEW
EDUCATION POLICY

of enrolment and access. new gnawing woeries shout gual-
ity sre increasingly being rassed. The kssow of an Inclusive
oducational vystom has also not beon seriously addressed
The National Council of Bducation Research and Training
INCEHRT), the NGO Pratham (ASEK), as also o Gujarat state-
spotisored programme, ‘Ganotsay’, have engaged in assess-
ment of learning levels and efficacy of policies over the past
15 years or so. Thedr recent finds make depressing reading
For exumple, ASER 2014 found that 25 per cent (n Class VITI
could not read texts meant for the Qlass 1l lrvek: the number
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of children in rural schools in Class 1T who conld not even rec-
ognise the alphabet bs up from 13.4 per cent in 2010 t0 32.5
per cent in 2014, Reading Jevels for children ln government
schools show a sharp docline from 2010 to 2012, Half of all
children in Class V have not yet learned basic skills that they
should have acquired bn Class 11 And close to 50 per cont of
children will finish sight years of schooling without having
loarnt the basic skills of arithmetic. No further commentary
Is required to stress the point that our education system Is in
serious distress, and requires urgent reforms.

While the Right to Education (RTE) Act has led w sig-
nificant increase in enrolmont, as also emphasls on infra-
structure, new usues in the implomentation phase have now
arison, which need to be addressed. In particular, the "No
Detention Policy” needs 10 be revisited, to ensure that it is
optimally and judiciously implemented.

There i no cloarly laid out policy in respect of private
participation in the education system, both at the school and
higher education levels. Whili: there ks scope for differential
troatment of this lssue in different states, the respective roles
10 be played by private and public players is not defined.
In thoary, the system persists in relterating the mantra that

ASER 2014 FOUND
THAT 25 PER CENT
INCLASS VIl
‘COULD NOT READ
TEXTS MEANT FOR
THE CLASS I LEVEL;
THE NUMBER OF
CHILDREN IN
RURAL SCHOOLS
INCLASS IWHO
COULDNOTEVEN
RECOGNISE THE
ALPHABETWAS
UPFROM 134
PERCENTIN 2010
TO325PERCENT
IN2014

oducation s not » “business’, that the profit motive cannot be
the guidiog principle for an educational institution. But, as in
so many other walks of our publio M, the reality bs quite dif-
foront fram these procepts. The exponeotial growth of high-
or education institutions in the past two decades has boon
fuslled by the ‘capitation fee” phenomenaon, which thrives on
black money and shadowy financial transactions. It is also 4
finet that many of the so-called “charitablo educational trusts’
have a strong, direct financial motive, (n most cases in close
association with or with the sponsorship of the political class.
This phonomenon has made it extremely hard for serfous
reforms to be attempted, Jot alone mplemented.

The quality of academic research, overall engagement
and accomplishunonts in the fiold of research also leave
much to be desired. Research and Innovation are koy 4o
promoting & dynamic and vibeant academic scene. There is

an lmperative need to sddress this critical area, which can
contribute so significantly to the sconomy.

n an aspirational society, paronts naturally desire that
their children got a “good education’. Hownver, formally
linking the development of skills in vocational Belds, and
bringing in an academic equivalence to vocational accom-
plishmeonts, has not been serfously attompind. This also
moans that the avenue for borfzontal and vertioal mobility

has not been provided In adeguate degroe. Fostoring dig-

skills and so many other end-uses, but they are oot yet

suitably adopted or adapted to the needs of the education
soctor. There is immense scope for harnessing

mance 1o studont learning as ald to assessment of teacher
quality, to track the pragress of individual schools.. the list
is endless. Though technology has taken rapid strides in
India, astonishingly little has been tried out or adopted in
hﬂ-nm
Fortunately, the Union minkstry of HRD, in particular the
HRD ministor, has takon a major initiative 10 revamp the
education sector, and intonds to soon doclare 4 new educa-
ton policy. This Is an extremely welcome move, It is hoped
that the minkstry’s move will give a new direction to the edu-
cation sector, halt the precipitous decline in standards, and
pave the way for much bettor quality standards. Politioal will
to ratse oducational standards, and eliminate or minimise
political intervention at all lovels. could lead India to global
Mhhmm Tho stakes for the new
very high—india has the possibility to become the
mdhmnmdwm

The author, a former cabinet seeretary headed an expert panel
on the Netw Education Policy The pramel hus submitted ity report
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I8 scale up the existing 11Ts and aim for
up to 50000 students from the current
7000-8,000.

Anil Razdan: Thero is a proliferation of
enginecring and medical (nstitutions
without any standardisation, this has
been the basic issue. The massive churn-
ing out of peuple not fit for the job is an-
other major issue. Some of these people
are forced to apply for class 11 jobs after
graduating. because they have hardly
recieved any practical training Most
organisations. of repute will not take
them. Furthermore, most of the faculty
In such colleges is not permanent, some
of them are senior students who come
and teach as ad hoc teachers. These
‘deemed” universities can, at best, be
called industries as their sole motive s
profit-making.

Jagdish Khattar: In engineering colleges.
dnmrrtc_tdum is content orfented rather
than being practical. Maruti takes 4-5-
yeurs with an engineer before they are

ready for the job. That is the cost they *

have to bear. The curriculum in most
colleges is outdated. They have laborato-
ries which are not in good shape. In engi-
neering colloges, the focus is all‘on IT,
When 1 was in Maruti, in the first 10 years,
70 per cent of all the engineers recruited
wore from [1Ts. Now, thore are few as no
one wants to work on the shop floor. All
of them want a white collur job. The 40
per cent vacancy in engineering seats is
because of commercialisation as no one
wants to be a pure anymore.

Dilip Chenoy: In the entire education
system. we have fived intake and out-
comen. Sa, If 30 per cent of the people fail
inthe first year and only 70 per cent go to
the secand year, the college cannot admit
people in the second year. Furthermore,

Inverted

ing. Also, the first year in most engineer-

Ing colleges Is actually spent to get
everybody back up to speed. Therefore,
you lose one semester because you don't
know where people have come from,
their background.

PhDs. Ten years ago, we had 200 PhD

Shortage of fuculty is s problem that is
facod by 1I'Ts and smaller colleges alike
What ks the reason for this and how are
colleges working to solve jt? :
RR: This is a big issue. HT Delhi has 400
faculty positions vacant today, 1T
Bombay has 350, If these two top insti-
tutes cun't get facuity, how will other in-
stitutions get them. We have not opened
up our education as far us our faculty is
concerngd. This is bocsuse the 11T were
started as undergmaduate institutes. Only
now has the government told us in very
strict terms that we should produce more

students, now we have 2000 This was not
done earlier as there were no jobs for
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